TECHNOLOGY

By Aaron Corvin

Metal of the Future?

A start-up attempts a nano-level revolution to transform military and civilian life
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NANOTECHNOLOGY, the science of
nipulating matter at the molecular a
atomic scales, is bringing revolutiond
changes to the world of electronics, Now
Seattle-based team of scientists, engine
and venture capitalists believes their year-¢
start-up company, Modumetal Inc., willy
the technology to revolutionize a proe
that hasn't changed much since the indy
trial revolution - the production and use
metals. The company believes it can prodt
materials that are substantially lighter a
stronger than steel.

If successful, the 1l-member compa
could save lives by replacing the traditio
protective body and vehicle armor used by |
military with a lighter, more durable metal
fact, putting the metal to work for the milit
is Modumetal's immediate goal as the Unil
States struggles in Iraq to defend against st
instruments of asymmetrical warfare
improvised explosive devices,

“We're working every day to develo|
system that can help alleviate that pr
lem,” says Christina Lomasney, co-founc
president and CEO of Modumetal, wha |
a personal stake in the potential milit
applications: Two of her five brothers se
in the U.5. Marine Corps,

Meanwhile, the broader commercial ap







